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Tiie FI dladelphia Inquirer 7627 Old Receiver Rd. 

40.; If. Broad *=>t. , Frederick, MD 217G2 

Philadelphia, P& 

Bear **r. u oodman, 

Uhen I wan given a copy of your iA a *ch 9 article on Normal Nailer at Penn one 
of tiie quotes Bavo mo the formula for the book I'd decided to do with the working 
title bailor's Whitewash:. Of tfv JFK ^assassination. ^Please forgive my typing. I'm 
02, unwell and limited in what 1 omi do. It ciimiot bo any better.) 

l would like your permission to use; a few short quotes, what lie said about 
history and novels being alike, both fiction and history being lies. 

You story docs not sy. how Nailer came to spend four days at Penn. Uf course 
he was promoting iiis book Oswald's Tale but 1 wonder how he came to incur the extra 
Rouble and costs of doing it at Penn wheip there are so many uni^rsities wliero he 
lives. If you know and can toll me. 

What gave mo the formula for the book is Ids saying that the JFK assassination 
evidence, v/liich ho does not use, in "if) penetrable. " That is what I'll build to. 

I an alone among those writing on tiie u3 aasination i3 not pretending to solve 
the case with theories and in restricting iqyswlf to the official evidence. V/hat io 
any tiling but "impenetrable" is the offical evidence i'll use. I enclose a copy of tlio 
catalogue page on my eitfetli book due this month. 

a long serious of i i '0/.A lawsuits some of v/liich v/ere procedental and ono of v/iiich 
led to the 1974 amending of the Act's investigatory files exemption 1 obtained about a 
third of a million once-withheld pages. Some years ago when Haller indicated an interest 
in the £psa3sination f offered him access to all I lf~ad. Tliat was not exceptional. I be- 
lieve the Act makes all who use it surrogate for the people and I liave always made it all 
available, along with our copier, to all writing in the filed. Host of whom x knov/ v/ill 
wr’to wliat 1 d- mu l agree with. I*, in all deeded La a fine small local college pherc 
along with all my work it will be a free public archive. Not only do 1 not boliege 
tJmt tjjhorising is an acceptable substitute for fuct, I began doing no theorizing in my 
first book, which was the first on the Warren Report and tlio assassination. It da tees 
to 1965. Hi sid-uj, with this documentary treasure, who needs theories? Other than the 
1 mailers who will not 10 the work required to loam What the official ovidenco is and 
moans. 

in thinking of whiting you earlier today I was reminded of my ovm childhood in 
Philadelphia and how different a city it was in so different a world. I wondor if the 
Inquirer IiaS ever done such a story 
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I contributed a li title to it in the early 1930s when I was on the -'ilnington 

Horning Hews. The o.ld Ledger, probably ’./oil bofore your time, had a Sunday featui’o 

section widcli also printed fcatur c I ..rote thou. Last time I was in your building, trhen 

j. was the Washington correspondent for Click, which the unnenbergs owned. 

A few of the tldj igw th.at cone to wind on lieu dil'x'e Vmt it then was aro the gas 

street lampa, the enormous outhouse iii ho first scliool I went to, on Susqueliunna Ave. 

between 20 aivT^ 21 Hts.fthr.t wIicji I was eight my mother considorod it safe eniuji for 

mo to wall: alono about a widie to the public library on ns I recall 13orks sllglitly to 

tlie tho west of Broad, and nlia g'dng flies thut went over the Broad Street wall of 

* 

ol Baker field and bouncod down into tlio P ih north Pliilly terminal across Broad 
from *{#., it, A boy ulto luuided a ball in at any ticket v/indow /jot n free, oiten batting- 
p.f.ctiuc balls. 

The noth side ox Bnlcor Field was Lehigh Avenue# It was also the south side of 



wherM the old As thon played, ol; ^liibe Parle. 1 think its western aide was 22 Street, 
In tlione days teen tliere cere no night grimes and few autos, the trolloys used to 



sent into over time l 

I was bum tlireo blocks south of *dliibo x ork, Tliat v/as a lialf of a block north of 
The Womens 1 ilomeap&tldc Hospital. 

In those dnya ambuliincos wore horse-drawn and tlio ones I remember, from 

L anla 5 :inu, all wore black anu close to identical \iitb the wagons from which bread, ice and 
mill: were delivered daiijr. .Jith in most instances the horses taouing when to 4tart and 
when to stop, 

(Xir closest firahouse was *Pu altered corner Jiouse at 22 and York, lJ y vliat I sight 

To see tile sparks flying from their lioovou as tlioy charged drawing tlio pumpers in which 

3 toam was generated by 1’iejPs. tel how tho steam from Idle top of «hoir tanks used to 
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got clo' u to ho-izintol when Uicy realty Sj.ou, 

Tlie most exciting night in those cLiys before even radio was a runaway horse, 

1 ramble bjt i~ it has nfct been done I think it could be fun doing it and fun 
reatdng it. 

I'll appreciate permission end anything you con tldnk of that I taight use. 

tlio way, tliere ia much about ^’loY Specter in HEVBR AEAIIHI'vg not been told^ 
•.lie pub dqt' and liave no d/ua wliat copies, if aiy, the publisher .(ill distribute. 




Sincerely 




Harold V/oisberg 



